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Assyria

Assyria was a country located east of the Tigris River; the capital was Ashur (Assur, Asshur, Ashshur), from which the entire country derived its name.  The Assyrian Empire encompassed a large mass of land.  The Assyrians were an ethnic blending of Hurrians, Sumerians, and Semites.  And the Assyrian culture fused elements of the Babylonians, the Hittites, and the Hurrians.

From approximately 1950 BC to 1850 BC Assyria was ruled by the Babylonians. Then in circa 1800 BC, the area came under Amorite rule, then successively under the hegemony of the Hittites, the Egyptians, and the Hurrians. However, Assyria proper began to assert and consolidate itself in 1380 BC, and in 1280 BC Shalmaneser I established his capital at Calah (Kalhu), a few miles south of Nineveh.  Shortly thereafter a period of weakness took place, but Assyria eventually regained military and political pre-eminence under Ashur-dan I, circa 1150 BC.  And during the reign of Tiglath-pileser I, circa 1110 BC, Assyria attained greatness through foreign conquests and internal reforms; and under Tiglath-pileser I the capital city was once more Ashur.

For the next two centuries, from 1100 to 900 BC, the nation of Assyria faded almost to extinction; and it was during this decline that David and Solomon ascended.  Around 900 BC Assyria again began to revive itself. Tulkulti-Ninurta II, then Ashur-nasir-pal (who was cruel beyond imagining), then Shalmaneser III, each in succession made Assyrian larger and stronger. The latter king, Shalmaneser III, was the first Assyrian to come in contact with Israel as a nation.  Shalmaneser III forcefully impacted history:  he invaded Urartu (Armenia), captured Carchemish and in 853 BC fought the battle of Karkar, where he encountered the axis of Ben-hadad of Damascus, his allies, and Ahab, king of Samaria.  Ten years later Shalmaneser III received tribute payments from both Tyre and Sidon and king Jehu of Samaria.  Shalmaneser's son, Shamshi-adad V married Semiramis, who ruled so successfully as regent for her son Adad-nirari III.  Finally, in 782 BC, Assyria once more suffered reversals.

Then, in 746 BC, after the ministry of Jonah, Pul or Tiglath-pileser III came to the throne and the period of the Second Empire began.  Pul was followed by Shalmaneser V, Sargon II, Sennacherib, Esar-haddon and Ashurbanipal.  The last ruler of Assyria was Shin-shar-ishkun; he died when Nabopolassar, king of Babylonia, and Cyaxeres, king of the Medes, destroyed Nineveh in 612 BC.  And after 605 BC, the Assyrian Empire ceased to exist.
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